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been believed that cases deported to the interior, notably
at Damascus, remain nearly stationary. Such is the
belief of the people. During the regime of the Turks
a sort of hospice was established there where the lepers
could live. Most of them got their living by begging in
the streets, though some were supplied with money by
their families at a distance. There is here no insane fear
of the disease. In Jerusalem, the Germans maintained
a hospital for lepers; and when I visited it in 1913 there
were about seventy-five inmates, all of them cheerful,
and many of them even hopeful, due to a new vaccine. I
have seen many begging in the streets of Jerusalem and
other places; in some instances they were shopkeepers,
greengrocers, etc. During the reign of the Turks there
was no segregation nor any attempt at it. It remains to
be seen whether the French, with their mandate for
Syria, will follow the lead of America in her wonderful
work for the unfortunate lepers in the Hawaiian and
Philippine islands.
But there is a disease of which the Oriental is more
afraid than of any except cholera, and that is consump-
tion, called in Arabic sil, which means the "creeping
disease." There is a considerable and increasing amount
of tuberculosis in the country and has been for a long
time, but it has mostly manifested itself as bone and
gland tuberculosis. I remember that the bete noire of
Dr. Post, over forty years professor of surgery in the
American University at Beirut, was tubercular glands.
He would rather operate than eat or do anything else,
but I have heard him confess that he was tired of glands
in the neck! So great is the fear of pulmonary tubercu-
losis, which the people largely ascribe to the returned
emigrants who have been in America, that they have
been known to abandon the sick and dying to shift for
themselves—which is not only barbaric, but also foreign
to the naturally sympathetic nature of the people.

